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St. Peter Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
Hopewell Township, N.J.      (609) 466-0939 

(609) 466-0939     www.stpeternj.org 

pastor@stpeternj.org     secretary@stpeternj.org 
Rev. Jon Dunbar, Pastor  (402) 641-4813 

Chris Fusco, Music Director 

Amy Van Hise, Office Administrator 

Jennifer Garrow, Nursery School Director 

 

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
October 18, 2026 

 

 

 

Our mission: 

to spread the Word of Salvation through Christ, 

honor God, serve others, and grow in faith. 
 
 

 
 

Welcome! We're all familiar with the saying, "Money talks", which refers to the influence it often has on 

people and their behavior. But our money also "talks" in another sense -- because what we do with it 

silently expresses who and what we love or fear. Jesus' admonition to "render under Caesar what is 

Caesar's, and to God what is God's" is a challenge, not just to the Pharisees' value system, but also to our 

own. Thank you, Lord Jesus, for providing us with treasure in heaven that nothing on earth can touch! 

 

Welcome guests! We are delighted you are with us for worship this morning. Please introduce yourself to 

Pastor Jon and fill out a green visitor card (in the pewback). The order of service is printed in this bulletin 

starting on page 2. A cryroom is available at the back left of the sanctuary for families with young children 

if there is a need. 

 

Communion Note:  We believe that our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very 

body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with 

one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us. Because unworthy reception of the sacrament can be 

harmful, those who are not yet instructed, are uncertain or doubtful, or hold to a different confession should 

speak to the Pastor before participating. 
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Divine Service, Setting One 
LSB page 151 

 

The Preparation 
 

Prelude 

 

Words of Welcome 
 

Invocation, Confession and Absolution   (page 151) 

 

Children’s Church Blessing and Sending 

 

Opening Hymn:  817     Earth and All Stars     (st. 1-4) 

 

Kyrie  (page 152) 

 P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let 

  us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

 P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise   Gloria in Excelsis   (page 154) 
 

    P:   Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 

 C: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:   

   We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.   

  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:   

   You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

   You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.   

  For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,  

  You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  

  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 
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The Service of the Word 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 L: The Lord be with you. 

 C: And also with you. 
 

 L:  Let us pray. 

         O God, the protector of all who trust in You,  

  have mercy on us 

  that with You as our ruler and guide 

   we may so pass through things temporal 

   that we lose not the things eternal; 

  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

   one God, now and forever. 

    C:  Amen. 
 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

 

Psalm 96:1-9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Epistle Reading:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
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Alleluia Verse   page 156 
 

        C:  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  

                 You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia.                                   
 

     Verse of the Day (Cantor):  

             You have been / filled in Him, *  

                      who is the head of all rule and au- / thority.        (Colossians 2:10)  

 

             C:  Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  

                   You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia.                                   

                   

Holy Gospel 
 

    P:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter.  

    C:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Matthew 22:15-22 

  
   

 P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord.     

    C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed    (found on the inside back cover of the hymnal) 

 

Hymn of the Day:   940       Holy God, We Praise Thy Name    (st. 1-3) 

 

Sermon 
 

Prayers     After each petition of the prayer     P:  Lord in your mercy    

                                                                            C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer Request List  (Names are placed on the list by request only.) 
 

 

For those with health concerns: 
 

Carol Farley Shirley Yost Emma Finan Neuza Smukler Jan 

Nathan Wilhelm Olivia Moorhead Bill Hotaling Eric Teschke Doug 

Susan Miller John O’Neill Norma Runkle Barbara Nixon Claire 

Mark McCracken Sue Bridenbough Jeff Corelli Penny Beverly 

Lucy Borden Lorraine Van Hise Pat Dietz Carlie Dawn R. 

Judy Dito Harry Naylor    Asta Lynch Susan Brennan 

Pete Seronew Betty Bush Frank Lynch Zane Sid 

Diane Pullen Kay Compton Liz Schorpp Grant   Tim 

Jane Schroeder Alli Watson Doug Schorpp Noah Jeanine 

Robert Mason Kim Robinson Rich Mount   
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For those with cancer: 
 

Bob Maguire Hilda Summers Gerry Campbell  Herb Johns Mary Anne 

Howard Zahn Steve Saumsiegle Joe Campbell Rich Knechel Lance 

Arlene Z. Nancy Gilliand Aunt Jean Chris Legere Joe 

Andrea(Andy) Hoteling Kaleigh Moore Sally Ashmen Robert Miller Jerry 

Rich deDufour  Logan Mattessich  Frank Cignus John Farley Frank 

Aaron Kline Brad Hoppe Judy Bacorn Michael B. Lynn 

Joan Rawls Arlene Bodholt Carol Storr Lynn J. Dora 

Jane Forder Terry Dunbar Keith Watson Trudy Doris 

Elvis Rowsey Debra Mueller Dave Elison Dana Jason 

Richard Lum Mary Ann Stein    

 

For those serving in the armed forces and their families: 
 

LJ Lupinacci Carrick Porter Emily Arndt  Jake Grube Christopher Ryan Callahan        

Daniel Gewecke James Bannon Jim Buckman Mike Bahney  

 

For those with needs around the world: 

Seeing Eye program For dogs’ successful training and placement 

Victims of flooding and weather disasters  For safety and provision 
 

For St. Peter Lutheran Nursery School: 

               For staff and families                                        For the strong start of school year   
                                                                            

                                                                        Birthdays 

                      Allison Fog             October 18                        Greg Barrett           October 19  

                      Cheryl Cudmore     October 19                         Peter Johnson        October 19 

                       Liz Lange               October 20 
 

 

 

Gathering of the Offering and Offertory    
 

     Instrumental Offertory 

 

    Congregational Offertory:    785   We Praise You, O God (st. 1, 3) 
 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator; 

      In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before You, we kneel and adore You; 

      We bless Your holy name, glad praises  

       we sing. 

 

With voices united our praises we offer  

     and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With You, Lord, beside us, Your strong arm will 

guide us, 

    To You, our great Redeemer, forever be praise.
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The Service of the Sacrament 
 

Order of Holy Communion   page 160 
 

 P: The Lord be with you. C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 P: It is truly good, right, and salutary… evermore praising you and singing: 

 C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

  Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  

  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
   P:  Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

   C: Our Father who art in heaven… 

 

    P:   The Words of Institution 

                 Our Lord Jesus Christ … This do, as often as you drink it,  

                 in remembrance of Me. 

 

   Pax Domini    P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

                             C:  Amen. 

  

  Sharing of the Peace  (Please share the peace with one another with the words:   

                                         “The peace of the Lord be with you.”, “And also with you.”) 
 

  Agnus Dei 

 C: Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

    

Distribution Hymn: 563   Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
  

   Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Benediction    
 

 P: The Lord bless you… C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn:   850   God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

Postlude 
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                      Announcements – Week of October 18, 2026 

                           Need assistance? The Church Office is staffed each week 

                                  *MON, TUES and WED from 1:00 - 3:00* 
 

                                            Worship, Sunday School, and Bible Study 
 

Welcome!  Serving in worship today are: Joe Scheblein (Communion Assistant), Allison Fog (Reader), 

Thomas Cresap (Acolyte), Jesse Dunbar and Dave deDufour (Usher), Lesley deDufour (Live-streaming), 

Leslie Klesat and Lesley deDufour (Communion and coffee set-up and clean-up).  
 

Today’s service will be live-streamed at this link:  https://youtu.be/c1ylbnj1HJ4   If you miss the service 

live, watch it on YouTube! The services are also posted to the church’s website. 
 

Wednesday Zoom Bible Study on 1 Corinthians. Our passage for study this week will be 1 Corinthians 

14:20-40. In this section Paul continues to instruct on the ways worship must be done in an orderly way 

that serves the needs of the whole congregation. This includes teachings on prophecy and the role of 

women in worship. Join us! 
 

Sunday Bible Study: Desert Spirituality. This Sunday at 8:15am we'll continue our 10-part series on 

Desert Spirituality as we talk about the common vices of vainglory and deceit, and their counterpart, 

transparency. We'll learn about the life of Evagrius and how a public humiliation led him to grow closer to 

Christ. All are welcome! 
 

Join us for Children's Church at St. Peter! Children ages 2 through 5th grade (and any parents who 

desire) are invited to participate in our Children’s Church service! During the regular service you will be 

invited forward for a blessing and sending to the fellowship hall. Today we will focus on the theme of 

God’s creation of our beautiful world as we praise, pray and learn from God’s Word. You will return 

to your families in the regular service for the celebration of Holy Communion. Don’t miss it! 
 

Men’s, Women’s, Senior’s, Youth and Family Ministry 
 

Weekly Schedule: 
 

 

TODAY (10/18)  8:15a Bible Study; 9:30a Worship; 11a Discussion Group;  

2-6pm District Youth Event @ Basking Ridge 

TUESDAY (10/20) 6:00a Men's Breakfast @ Orlando's; 7:00p Confirmation class 

WED – SAT (10/21-24) FALL CLEAN-UP AT ST PETER 

WEDNESDAY (10/21) 7:30p Zoom Bible Study 

THURSDAY (10/22) 9:50/11:40a Nursery Chapel 

SUNDAY (10/25) 8:15a Bible Study; 9:30a Worship; 11a Discussion Group;  

4:00p Reformation Service @ Holy Trinity, Lawrenceville 
 

(The Oct. 24 Game Night listed on the calendar has been cancelled) 

 

"Loudly Lutheran" District Youth Event. Join us on today from 2-6pm at Somerset Hills Lutheran in 

Basking Ridge for a Reformation-themed party. This event is open to grades 6-12. There will be games, 

worship, a service project, new friends to meet, and (as always) great food! Please see the sign up on the 

church bulletin board. And talk to Pastor Jon if you need a ride to the event. 

 

https://youtu.be/c1ylbnj1HJ4
https://stpeternj.org/
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Fall Clean-up at St. Peter 10/21-10/24. Our annual fall cleanup takes place Wed, 

Oct 21 through Sat, Oct 24. There is a list of tasks posted on the bulletin board 

including both inside and outside tasks. Sign up for your specialty and work on it 

when you can. Thanks for giving your time and effort to help keep the property 

beautiful and special for worship. If you have any questions contact  

Jim Yost at (609)480-1669. 
 

Special Reformation Service. All are welcome to attend a Reformation Commemoration 

Service on Sunday, October 25 at 4:00pm at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Lawrenceville. We are seeking singers for a choir piece in the service. Please talk to Pastor 

Jon if interested. Following the service will be a potluck dinner. Please bring a dish to share. 

During the meal, Pastor Rob Hartwell will share a presentation on his work with Lutheran 

Braille Workers. An offering will be taken for Lutheran Braille Workers as well.  
 

Service and Other 
 

Flowers. If you would like to have flowers placed on the altar in honor of someone, in thanksgiving for 

God’s grace, or for a special occasion, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to do so. Suggested 

donation is $25. You may take the flowers home following the service on the day you select. 
 

Prayer Chain.  The Prayer Chain is ready to receive your prayer requests. Simply call Barbara Greenberg 

at (609) 512-1928 to start or update a prayer.  
 

The Prayer Shawl/Lap Blanket Ministry. Join us in making special blankets to bless those in need of 

comfort or in celebration of a life event! Please speak with Barbara Greenberg at (609) 512-1928.  
 

Faithfulness Report:    Oct 11:  Attendance: 57 / 7 online       Gen Fund (plate and electronic):  $3712 

                                                                                                                   Missions: $50         

                                                                                    Weekly giving needed for budget: $6890                                                                        
 

Food Pantry.  We support the Lambertville Food Pantry with donations of food and other needs.   

October’s collection is Pasta – any varieties of pasta, sauce, mac ‘n’ cheese, etc. You can sign up on the 

bulletin board to deliver items by month as well. Any questions, please see Leslie Klesat. 
 

Website and Facebook.  Come online to check us out! Our website is at www.stpeternj.org, and our Facebook 

page is Saint Peter Lutheran Church – the link is:  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-

Church/337705479662612 .   
 

St. Peter YouTube Channel. Increase St. Peter's online visibility by liking and subscribing to our YouTube 

channel (where we live-stream and record our worship services and Wednesday Zoom bible studies. It is linked 

to our church website, or go to YouTube and search "Saint Peter Lutheran Church".  
 

Important web links:  

    The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod lcms.org 

    NJ District LCMS     njdistrict.org                     

    The “Lutheran Hour” Broadcast  lhm.org 

     LCMS World Relief and Human Care lcms.org/ca/worldrelief          

 

http://www.stpeternj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Saint-Peter-Lutheran-Church/337705479662612
https://www.youtube.com/@saintpeterlutheranchurch375
https://www.youtube.com/@saintpeterlutheranchurch375
http://www.lcms.org/
http://www.njdistrict.org/
http://www.lhm.org/
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