Advent and Christmas at St. Peter

December:

Sat 13 10 am Nursery School Christmas
Celebration

Wed 17 7:30 pm Youth-led Advent Service
Wed 24 5:00/7:00 pm Christmas Eve Services

Thurs 25 10:00 am Christmas Day Service

St. Peter Lutheran Church

Hopewell Township, N.J.
December 10, 2025

Midweek Advent Worship 11 Holden Evening Prayer

Theme: The Priest who brings an Offering

Service of Light
Procession  page 2

Evening Hymn  page 2
(The candles on the altar are lighted and the sanctuary lights brightened.)

Evening Thanksgiving page 3

Psalmody: Psalm 141 page 3

(silence for meditation)

Psalm 110:1-7 (front of hymnal): read responsively

(silence for meditation)

Scripture Readings
Genesis 22:9-14
Hebrews 7:23-28
Luke 2:22-38

L: The Light shines in the darkness
C: and the darkness has not overcome it.

Hymn: 529 Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus
Homily

Annunciation and Magnificat page 7

Litany and Prayers page 8
The Lord’s Prayer
Final Blessing page 9

Closing Hymn: 334 O Lord, How Shall | Meet You (st. 1-4)



Genesis 22:9-14

*When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound
Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. ° Then
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his
son. 1! But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He

said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him,

for now | know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld
your son, your only son, from me.” ** And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. ** So Abraham
called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said
to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

Hebrews 7:23-28

23 The former priests were many in number, because they were
prevented by death from continuing in office, 2* but he holds his
priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.

25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw
near to God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them.

26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high
priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners,

and exalted above the heavens. 2’ He has no need, like those high
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered
up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as high
priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law,
appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Luke 2:22-38
22 And when the time came for their purification according to the
Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to
the Lord 2 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male
who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2 and
to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 2° Now there
was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and
the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had
seen the Lord's Christ. 2’ And he came in the Spirit into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him
according to the custom of the Law, 2 he took him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,
29 «Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,

according to your word;
%0 for my eyes have seen your salvation
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.”
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. * And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed * (and a sword will pierce
through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts
may be revealed.”
% And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of
the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with
her hushand seven years from when she was a virgin, *” and then as
a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. *® And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to
speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem.



